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— ~ T Change in nineteenth-century education systems is brought about by the struggle between
different educational interest groups. The dominant educational groups are the churches, which have
traditionally controlled education. Other “adventitious beneficiaries” of the system are the legal
profession which benefits from traditional scholastic teaching, and the English ruling elite whose
objectives 1n political socialization and the reproduction of the class structure are well served by
Anglican education. These are challenged by new “assertive groups” drawn from those who are
obstructed by existing education either because they are denied access to it, or because the content of
existing education 1s irrelevant to their needs. The English dissenting entrepreneurs were obstructed in
both these ways and provided the core of the assertive group in England.

(cTVE ™7 Green,A. ,1990. Education and State Formation, p.69)
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It 18 not only information that they need-in this Age of Fact, information often dominates their attention
and overwhelms their capacities to assimilate it. It 1S not only the skills of reason that their
need-although their struggles to acquire these often exhaust their limited moral energy. What they
need, *-- 18 a quality of mind that will help them to use information and to develop reason in order to
achieve lucid summations of what is going on in the world and of what may be happening within
themselves. It 1s this quality,---what may be called the sociological imagination. —T[’E’] I Mills, C. W,

(1959) The sociological imagination. New York: Oxford University Press.
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As Paulo Freire has consistently claimed in his work, there is an inherent “politicity” of
education. ...McLaren notes: ” Not only is it impossible to disinvest pedagogy of its relationship to
politics, it is theoretically dishonest” . This politicity relates foremost to the explicit as well as the
subtle linkages between education and power. At the same time, 1t 1S related to the political nature of
the state and public education as contested arenas and sites for the exchange of goods and services and
competition of political-economic projects (Freire, 1996).*1%]@ Torres, C. A. (1998). Democracy,
Education, and Multiculturalism: Dilemmas of Citizenship in a Global World. New York: Rowman &

Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
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